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"When the European Scientist studies the physical 
feature of our land, when he mesurates our field, 
trignometerates our attitudes and undulations, 
investigates our animal, our vegitable or our vegitable 
kingdom, the record of his study are accepted as true 
and authoritative. But the study of men belongs 
altogether to a different plane....... Here also the eye 
sees, the ear hears, but the real meaning of what is 
seen or heard is supplied not by the senses, but by the 
understanding which interprets what is heard in the 


light of his own peculiar experience and 
associations."1 
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“Unless at least two versions of the same set of events 
can be imagined, there is no reason for the historian to 
take upon himself the authority of giving the true 
account of what really happened." 2 
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“if we seek a general heading under which we are to 
subsume historical knowledge we may describe it not 
as branch of Physics, but as a brand of Sematics. The 
tules of Sematics and not the laws of nature are the 
general principles of historical thought. History is 
included in the field of harmeneutics not in that of 
natural sciences" 3 
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“What, | construct historically, wrote Burckhardt in a 
letter, is not the result of criticism or speculation but of 
imagination, seeking to fill the gaps in observation. To 
me, history is still in a large measure poetry.” 4 
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-¢-t) Hayden-White-< 
"Discourse constitute the ground where as to decide 
what shall count as a fact is the matter under 
consideration and to determine what mode of 
comprehension is best suited to the understanding of 
the fact thus constituted." 
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“Macheray suggested that text can only be understood 
in the context of their utterance. The literary text is not 
created by an intention (objective or subjective); it is 
produced under determined conditions' (1978:78). 
When and where a text is written, the language in 
which it is inscribed, the tradition and debates, within 
which it intervenes, all come together to create a 
textual farbic."5 
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MALL tiie tad Sotrrereaeet spl 
"Spoke with contempt, of english, calling them a king 
of civilized savage, wonderfully expert about fighting, 
but as inferior to their great men that we could not 
even keep in repair the work they hadconstructed 
much less, even imitate them in extending the 
system'6 
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: With this lesson about foundation we built 
bridges weirs, aguaducts and every kind of hydraulic 
works" 7 
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Se Lie tsuiL Louis Martini te ae ALi tec 
"Everything occurs as though....... absolute power were 
re-counting its own story through the annonymous 
voice and writing of the narrator, who sees only what is 

it allows him to see. Thus the historian is the 
simulacurum of the king, his narrative, the simulations 

of the soverign’s history, whose effect is perfect 
narrative representation, without exess or loss" 8 
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Gir 
4- Ania Loomba; Colonialism/Post Colonialism, p-46 
2- Hyden-White; The Value of Narritivity; p-75 
3- Earnest Cassier, An Essay on Man; p-17 
4- Ibid; p-203-204 
5- Ania Loomba;Colonialism/Post Colonialism; p-36 
6- Ania Loomba; Colonialism/Post Colonicalism' p-67 
7- Ibid; p-67 
8- Ania Loomba; p-222 
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